Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities:

+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£15 million; or

» where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that.
+ are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
+ have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or i curred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

p_The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
» Sections t and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, betore approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before | July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
1either income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge O :40 +VAT
+ the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
+ a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026
+ an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
+ notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 ) ) )
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the extemal auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities muast publish the following iformation on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish::

+ Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration hat the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited,

¢+ Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved anm signed, page 4

¢+ Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:;

* Notice of conclusion of audit

+ Section 3 - Extermal Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of tie limte assurance review. It
is recommended as bust practice, to avoid any potertial confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The ;wnuai Governance an Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulatiors 2015
Imroughout. the wors external aneditor have the same meaning as the words ioai auditor- in the Accounts and Audit Regulating 2015

for a conplete list of bodes that inay be smaller authorities refer to schedi/e 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

* The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide' which is updated from time lo tine and contains everything
needed ta prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the extemal auditor.

+ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled,

+ The authority should receive and note the Annual internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accouts.

« Use the checklist provided below to review e AGAR for completeness before returnmg it to the external
auditor by enaail or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

* The Annuid Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before e Accounting Statements (Section
Z) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in thi's order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

« The RFO is required to commeice fie public rignts period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

+ Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners Guide’.

» Explain fully significant variances in the acoounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. Ihe external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. hclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support fie full variance.

+ Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

+ Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box Z of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Bo 1 £ 2026).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencenent date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this exdudes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Complation checklint — ‘No' answers mean vau may nat have met requirements

las all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
internal Audit Report Have all hlghhghted boxes been conpletedby fhe internal auditor and explanatio)s provided? 'ﬁ |
s 2e ot s e e o
Section 1 For any staterent ta which the response is no', fias an explanation been published? | L oL
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before | =
ﬂpresentation to the authority for approval? et 2
Has the authority's approval of the accounting. statements been confimed
by the signature-of the-Eharir- of-the approval m_ee_tmg7 ___________ S _I{_ i >
| Fas_an explanation. of significant. variations_been published where equied? 1w | _
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Bux 87 vt b
| . i
fas an explanatlon of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? IV ;
Sections 1 _and 2 1 Trust funds=- have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a | I

sole managig trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authoritias in England - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices,
——— e —-can-be downloaded from www.natc.gov-uk or-from www.ada.org.uk .
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
MARTIN AND MARTIN DALES PARISH COUNCIL

https://martinandmartindales-pc.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acling independently and on the
tyasis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliarce with the relevant procuures and

contrais in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from; te authority.

The interaal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s ieeds and ptanned coverage.
On the basis of the findugs in tie areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether. in all
significant respects, the controi objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard aecquate
to meet the reeds ai this authority.

intarnal control objective NOR 2
covared™

A, Appropriate accounting records have been properly ept throughout the financial yeay v |

B. This authority corphe¢ with ts financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all -y

expenditure was approved and Vil was appropriately accounted for.

C, This authorty assessed the significant isks to achieving its objectives and reviewer: the adequacy
Ha ! FefielN\S 1& tr'’idet [ted . 1 1 2 =

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted fiom an adequate budgetary process, progress against v
the budget was regularly mom»tores and reserves wore appropriate : T
E; Expected income was futiy recelved based on orect PrCes, propely i€corded and promp ty H;" ey
_ banked, incl \ ‘EVE.S_[‘EPBPE"_ accounted for. V. N
F, Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, alt cash expenditure was approved and sty i
VAT appropnatety accounted for v
mmmmmmcmmrmm'ﬁmwﬁgr a Comammene
approvals, and PAYE and Ni requirements were properly applied ]
"mmmwmmmmnmmeu o B— s
\J ¥
¢ TGRS B ' p X : i
" Period - bank account reconciliations were properly carried out unsg tho yoar, : l V T t
J. Acoountingy statements prepared curing the year were prepared on the carect accounting basis (receipts 1 [ J

mWMWMWWWWMWTV.M,.JHP— SO
irzit tron underlying records .and where appropnate debtors and areditors were prwperly recorded.
K. If the authority &r~fies itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 202425, it net the i i
w,exemplmn_ctueniand_nmcny_dedated_usﬁ]iﬁxmpi afllle_auttnaty_had_almmd_a.ssumu& e S
review ofits G5 ABAF tick not covez="") t
_L. _The authority jub#isbe e required iwtormation or a website/we~page up to date at the tme o _he v N | —
internal audit in accgrdarre with the relevant legrslatior d 'I
M. in the year covered l!y thiis nG 1R, the arthonty correctly provide for a penod iar the exercise of |
uble rlghis as reauea by the Accounts and Audit Regulations ¢7ing the 2025/26 (GAR period, yv !
zs it relatin. MQZMMMW&MWMAKM I .
tho~y ppwowed mze Zes onfirma the dizes set), i |
N. The authority has complied with the .publication requirements for 2024/25 /GAR
(see AGAR Pane 1 Guidance Notes). p “

| 0. The autfiority has complied with laws, regulatlons & proper practices relating to igitai and data

S @onplaico,

| J
]P (For local cqungils ony) e . 7 | 7,”F,pEer'

| rust funds (inckudig charitable Y e council reT its Tesponsibilities as @ trustes.

For any ofher nsk areas identified by this authority actuate controls existed (list any otier rsk areas on separate sheets if oededl).

Dgstteés\)én&rtai)?g@&(gdenaken Nama\gi@gon Wout the internal auchit

signature ot pérson who %%,dk % Date
carried outthe intemal audit

If the response is 'no"ptease state tho implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add
separate sheets if needed).

¥ igte: it the response is 'not covered please state when the nost retent sternal audit work was done in tmS area and when it S next planned; or.
t.coverage is.not.required.. the.annual internal.audit report.must.explain.why not (add.soparate.sheets.if needed). .o ..
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Section 1 -- Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

MARTIN AND MARTIN DALES PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, hat:

ot the preparation o

management during the year an

the accountmg statements d

2 We maintained an aiequale ystens of irttemal control

mcludmg neasures designed t prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its, effectiveness |
3, We nave assured ourselves that there are no matters
at actual or potentlal non oompllanoe with laws.
regulations and +roper xactices that couid have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to contact its business or manage:-its
finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of.electors’aghts in accordance with the
requirements uf the Accounts and Aucdt Regulations. I

5, We carte out an assessment of the rlsls facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those

; J) ' — — —tdurlligteyear ga~+ail porsons-ilHeres/ed te-opootwllly-c---1

- inspect and asi questions about this aithority's accourts

‘Yas'means that this suthority:

made proper arrangemeits and accepted respoisibility
forsateguarding the public money and resources in
its charge

has oniy done what it has the legal power to do and has
- “Tomplied with Proper Practice’s in doing™so:

4

consiclred and documented the hnancal ad otter risks it
faces and ealt with them properly

nsks..iwlading the introduction of internal controis_andior
external insurance cover where required

6. We maintained throughout the ycar an adequate and
___effective_system_of internal audit_of the accounting

arrangos Hr a competent person, independent ofthe tnancial
controls and procedires, to give an objective view on whether

records and control systems
‘ \f

| intemal controls meet the needs of this smalla- aathority

7.We tok appropriate aclion on all fatters raised
in reports {rom internal and exteral auchit

hether any litigation, liabilities or

ents or transactions. occurring erther
during or alter the year-and, lave a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included tiem
in tie accounting statements.

9.(For local councils only) Trust funds including

responded to matters brougzt to its atteizion by internal and
etertai auct

disclose e verythny it shousd have about its busivess activity

e year incZdng evenzs taking place after the year
evant

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body

TUcharitablel Tn our capacity as the sole managing
trusteo we discharged our accountability

responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial repomng and, 1freqmred mdependent

examination or audit,

10, Ze have put in place arrangements for the effective IT

practces during the year under review

an! data management in accordance with proper

Please provide explanations to the external auditor on g separate shet or

how the authority willaddress the weaknesses identified.
Governance Statemé&ht. .

This Anrual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meking of the authority on:

05/05/2026

and recorded as minute reference:

https://martinandmartindales-pc.gov.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

“torporat=it is a sole nanagig trustee ofa’local
trust or lusts

has rade suitable arraigements for its T/ and liatu

IRV (D0 e S, (.t

5
|3

These sheg Annual
V

Signed by tlle Ch
approv.il ww, glven\ \

Chair

*

Clerk
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Section 2— Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

MARTIN AND MARTIN DALES PARISH COUNCIL

Year ending Notes and guidance
31 March 31 March Please round all figures to nearsst £1, Da not leave any
2025 boxes blank and.report £0 or Nil balances. Allfigures
must agree to unueriying inanciai recurs.
; - acaun <uier o/ae oo g oy
to Box 7 o.fprewous year.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount ofprecept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
~~Levies-— o —— .- 19’252 19 o 33}« ved or recoivabie in tne-year—Exclude-any-grants————--
received.
3. () Total other receipts Total income orreceipts as recorded in the cashbook less
32290 — — 41,215 the precept or ratesdevies received (line 2). Include any. ..
’ grants received
4.(-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments moue to and on behalf
ofall employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
5’579 5’722 employers NI contributions, omployors pension
contributions. gratusties and severance paymeits
~§.(<)toan interestcapitat— Nt Total expemnditure-or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 (:} made diring the year on the authority's borrowngs (it ary)
T ° r ———— e - e e e e e s o
6. (-)4ll other payments Total expenditire or payments as recorded in the cash*
‘40','333' e 24,895 book loss staff costs (line 4) and loan interestcapital
_______ repayments (fhe ) _ _ _ _ _ _ _
7. (=) Balances carried Total balancos and reserves at the enod of the year.
forward 10,971 47,302\] must equal (1+2+3)- (4+5+6) s '
8. Total value of cashi :;md The sum . of all current and deposit bar?k accounts, cash
short term investments 10,971 47,302 ho/ilings and short tern investments he/d as at 31 #llarch
S —— e - - i To agree with bank reconciliation
9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns -- it is znade
long term _igyestments 32,800 32,800 up ofall its fixed assets and long torm investments as at

and assets
FagicciliOaunniic Only

11 Do the figures in the

31 March.

accountilg  statements = above

cxcludc any trust transactions?

| certify that for the year ended 31 Marcn 2026 tho Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities -- a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present firly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Res & F i

presented f{

Date

;&riﬁual ‘Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

05/05/2026

as recortz in minute reference;

Page 5 0f 6
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Section 3 -- External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect. of MARTIN AND MARTIN DALES PARISH COUNCIL

I Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibilily as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the 1atonal Audit Office (§1A0). 4 initcd
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, i does not constitute an audit carried out in accordaice with International
Standards on Ruciting (UK & reland) and hence it does not provide the same leve; of assurance tiat such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory auit is appropriate
for hose local public bodics with the lowest levels of spending.

Lindes a limited assurance tevtew, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections | and 2 of the Amual Governance and
Accountability Retun in accordance with NG Au~itor Guidance Note 02 {AGN 02] as issued by the NAO on behait of tie
Comptraller and Auditor General. AGN (¢ 1, available trom tie NAO website -

https:/AMmw.na0.org.uk/code -au iit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is resporsibie for ensuring that its financial nanagement ts adequate and effective and that it has

a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an /mual Governonce and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices: which

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
+ confirms go provides assurance on those mnatters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor®s limited assurance opinion 2025/26
'ﬂ‘gil I g3, natters TCIOT {5 mwmmwmmmemct an>scoouEtile Retitt, T

ow apaton tie w,rrat =, Sections ! and * ot tie snru! {overnanc and Accountabliity Rehrn is in icardns? wit, jyper rates are
TSL Y e e hays come WOy attonton giang cause for corceny tat relevart ieuislotion and tguwitoy requirements fave not toon aw i,

aede 8 spprapdiate).

{eontinue on 3 separate sha

which we draw 16 the alenhon of e authorty:

Cther maiters nol affec m*ox B}

{contuy ie o @ sepurate sheet f requneds

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify/do not certify~ that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Amuai Governance and

Actountability Return, and scharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Acdcountability Act

2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

FWede not certily complotion Dacauan

Extemal Ahtor Name

Date

External Auditor Signature
Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 6 of 6
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Martin and Martin Dales Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

Notes

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

The audit of accounts for Martin and Martin Dales Parish Council tor the
year ended 31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Martin and Martin Dales Parish Council
on application to:

F. C. Pup@\nQE- e/lc\ QU‘(
s \dﬂ@m&ﬂ\ gum(mﬁjmolgb \/ e (

r\’\onol_o% m’\d LMWW
W Ne Yo

Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of£ (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

=-<_EF3(dock”
3& 0<.2021

This notice and Sections 1,2&3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This must include
publication on the smaller
authority's website. The smatter
authority must decide how tong to
pubuish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly availabte for 3y ears.

(@) Insertthe name, position and
adress of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert areasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(0) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

www.pkf-t.com
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